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CHAPTER MINUTES FROM MEETING HELD JANUARY 21, 2007 

 
The kickoff meeting for the Roadrunner Buick Chapter was scheduled for January 21, 2007, at 
the J&R Auto Museum.  Chapter members toured the museum while Chapter Director, Ben 
Garland, was furiously driving from Phoenix, Arizona, to make the meeting.  Ben called the 
meeting to order at 2:40 PM, more or less.  Members present were Tom and Nancy Rostkowski, 
Bill Sullivan, Ed Rinehart, Duke and Priscilla McCracken, Charlie and Pam Mann, Ken Murphy, 
Jo and Carol Johnson, Tom and Dee Patterson, and Ben and Inez Garland.  Guest, Barry Hansen, 
came with Ken Murphy.  OLD BUSINESS:  None  NEW BUSINESS:  Ben and Inez had 
expressed interest in stepping down as Chapter officers.  Elections were held and the following 
officers were elected.  Tom Rostkowski – Chapter Director; Jo Johnson – Assistant Chapter 
Director; Inez Garland – Secretary/Treasurer and Newsletter Editor.  After elections, Tom took 
over the meeting.  Next was a brief review of the Club roster to see who would stay on and who 
would not.  Tom then mentioned that 2008 is General Motors’ 100th Anniversary. He suggested 
that our Chapter should plan some kind of event.  Charlie Mann will check to see who the Buick 
Rep might be in our area to use as a contact person for any upcoming anniversary plans.  Fourth 
on the agenda members were asked about touring interests for the Chapter.  Inez said she would 
put together a weekend in Farmington.  Other possible tours were touring to Colorado Springs for 
a Buick Regional (early planning stages); also, the VMCCA has a tour planned in August in 
Grand Junction, CO.  You must belong to the VMCCA to attend.  It was suggested that we 
organize a Buick Driving Enthusiasts (BDE) tour in our area.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECRETARY:  Inez Garland, 301 Knudsen, Farmington, NM  87401  (505) 327-6887 



2 of 2  9/18/2007 
 

Fifth was questions and discussion for the B-O-P-C Show.  Charlie Mann will try to find 
out the date and place of the show.  Also discussed was the 2007 Buick Nationals in 
Seattle, WA.  Jo and Carol Johnson and Ben and Inez Garland are planning to attend.   
Tom suggested that we post our Chapter on the New Mexico Council of Car Clubs 
(NMCOCC) site, which the members agreed.  The Council Museum Car Show is in May 
and Tom will try to get an area reserved for our members.  Our Chapter had an excellent 
showing at the Make-A-Wish show in 2006 and Tom would like the same or better 
outing for the Museum Show.  Next Tom asked if our Chapter was in a Region.  Ben 
advised that he thought we were but not the obvious one, Colorado, etc.  Tom will check 
to see who is our Regional Director.  Following the region discussion, once again the 
topic of Chapter dues was discussed.  Members must be BCA members to be Chapter 
members. Therefore, we decided that new Chapter members will pay initial dues of 
$12.00.  Members will pay no local dues after the initial dues payment.  When the 
Chapter funds need replenished, we will hold raffles at the meetings or put out a kitty for 
special purchase items.  The next to the final item on the agenda was an offer by Jo and 
Carol Johnson to cook burgers for lunch for Buick members that will attend the B-O-P-C, 
on April 29, 2007.  Members are to bring potluck dishes to finish out the lunch.   As the 
final item, the Chapter approved to meet for breakfast bi-monthly.  The first breakfast 
will be Saturday, March 17th, at 9:00 AM, place to be determined.  The next chapter 
meeting will be the weekend of April 28 & 29.  Tom adjourned the meeting.  Members 
joined together at the Santa Ana Casino for good conversation and a great buffet dinner. 
 
 
 

COMING EVENTS:  
April 28  – Park ‘n the Park Car Show, Rio Rancho.  Richard @ 505-891-4737 or Larry 

@ 505-892-0954 
April 29  – B-O-P-C (Buick-Oldsmobile-Pontiac-Cadillac) Show, Quality Pontiac, 

Albuquerque.  Bob or Linda @ 505-256-7344 
May 6 – Route 66 Rodders Swap Meet, UNM Tailgate Lot 2, Albuquerque.  John @ 

505-259-1232 
May 20 – NMCOCC/Museum Show, Albuquerque.  (See newsletter for more info.) 
May 26 – Durango Expo, Downtown, Durango, CO.  Steve @ 970-247-8761 
June 2 – Placitas Days, Placitas.  Cheryl @ 505-867-0117 (See newsletter for more info) 
Sept 8-9 – Moriarty Fly-In & Car Show.  Details to follow. 
Sept 22 – Collector Car Show, Farmington.  Chris @ 505-326-2227 

 
 
 
March Breakfast: Saturday – March 17th @ 8:30 AM - The breakfast was held at Vic’s Daily 
Café at 3600 Osuna Blvd.  Jo Johnson will give us a report at our April Chapter meeting.  
 
Rio Rancho Park ‘n the Park Car Show:  Saturday - April 28th @ 8:00am - The April 28th 
(Saturday) "Park 'n the Park” Car Show Entry form is now circulating. If you plan to attend and 
did not get a copy, please call Richard Figved (505-891-4737) or Larry Denison (505-892-0954).  
We would like to get together for breakfast 7:30 AM and then go to the show as a Buick Club 
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group.  The show opens at 8:00 AM. Please let me know if you want to participate in the 
breakfast: call Tom Rostkowski at 505-771-3838 or E-mail tomrostkow@aol.com, before April 
21st. 
 
Roadrunner Buick Chapter Meeting: Saturday – April 28th @ 5:30pm - We will have a 
Chapter meeting after the Park ‘n the Park show.  Charlie and Pam Mann are hosting the 
meeting.  Their address is 518 Pueblo Solano NW in Albuquerque.  To get there, head 
north on 4th Street, turn left at the first street past Dan’s Boots and Saddle.  Charlie’s 
phone number is 505-344-7190 if you get lost.  Post meeting restaurant suggestions are 
being kicked around.  The final decision will be made at the meeting. 
 
Buick, Olds, Pontiac and Cadillac Show:  Sunday – April 29 th @ 8:00am 
The Buick, Olds, Pontiac and Cadillac (BOP) Show will be held April 29th (Sunday) at Quality 
Pontiac (Pennsylvania & Lomas). The show opens at 8:00AM.  We will be having a BBQ lunch 
for our Club members.  Jo will bring a BBQ grill, some hamburgers, hot dogs and fixings.  
Members are asked to chip in for the meat.  Members are also asked to provide potluck (sodas, 
chips, salad, etc.)  The Chapter will meet at the Sunset Grill at 8:30 AM to caravan as a group to 
the show.  Sunset Grill is located at 6825 Lomas Blvd, across from the fair grounds.  If there is an 
interest in meeting for breakfast before the show, please contact Tom Rostkowski at 505-771-
3838 or E-mail tomrostkow@aol.com, before April 21st so a breakfast place can be chosen. 
(Entry form included in newsletter)  
 
May Breakfast – Saturday, May 19th @ 8:30 AM 
The Chapter bi-monthly breakfast will be held at Vic’s Daily Café (Vic’s is a nice central place 
with good ability to accommodate our needs) at 3600 Osuna Blvd.  To get there, exit I-25 at San 
Mateo Blvd, turn west away from the mountains; at this time, San Mateo Blvd turns into Osuna 
Blvd.  Vic’s is on your left as you proceed west on Osuna. 
 
Placitas Days, June 2nd, 10am-3pm 
CLASSIC CAR SHOW – Prizes awarded to all entries – FREE FOOD & SNOW CONES 
LLAMA RIDES - COSTUMED PET PARADE LIVE MUSIC - JUMPIES FOR THE KIDS 
WINE TASTING and in the Village you will find the Windmill Coffee Latte stop and at the 
Anasazi Winery you will be able to taste their newest fruit wines.  Be sure and visit the ROLLER 
R ART GALLERY next door.   No entry fee – drive up to beautiful Placitas and enjoy the day 
Exit 242, 1-½ miles on Placitas Highway to THE MERC. CONTACT Cheryl at 505-867-0117 for 
more info  
 
 
 
 

__________CHAPTER OFFICERS________ 
Chapter Director:    Tom Rostkowski 

       (505) 771-3838 
Assistant Chapter Director:   Jo Johnson 

       (505) 896-0771 
Secretary/Treasurer:    Inez Garland 

       (505) 327-6887           
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Roadrunner Buick Members:  I attended the New Mexico Council of Car Clubs (NMCOCC) 
March 28, 2007, meeting last night.  It was our Club’s first attendance in a while; we got a vote 
of confidence from the attendees.  I am not going to update you on the whole meeting; the NMCC 
will author minutes that will be circulated to you at a later date. 
 
NMCOCC Museum Car Show May 20, 2007 Report 
We have an opportunity for the Roadrunner Buick Chapter to reserve spaces for the show with 
the following stipulations: 
*************************************************** *************************** 

· Pre-register as a Chapter: the number of reserved spaces requires the total payment for 
spaces prior to May1, 2007, to the NMCCC. The Roadrunner Club is the single collection 
point. 

 
· Prepaying $10 to the Roadrunner Chapter (Tom Rostkowski) per space.  Tom will 

handle the lump payment for the reserved spaces.  (Note: if prepayment is not made, 
parking with the Roadrunners group will not be available.) 

 
· If you pre-register, a ticket will be provided in advance so you can hand it in as you 

arrive and be directed to the Roadrunner parking area.  (Note: pre-registered vehicle 
arrivals should be by 8:30AM; the NMCCC cannot guarantee pre-reserved spaces 
after that time, only that you will have a space somewhere on the show field.)  

 
· Individual entry forms are still required , even if you are with the pre-registered 

Roadrunner Chapter.  (Entry form included with newsletter.)   Please fill out the 
registration form so you can hand it in for the show participation. (Note: the $10 
registration fee is the same for reserved or non-reserved spaces.) 

 

If you want to participate with your fellow Roadrunner Chapter members, see me at the Park n’ 
the Park Car Show on April 28th the Roadrunner Buick Chapter meeting, or the BOPC Show on 
the 29th.  Should you not be at any of these, and you want to participate in the NMCCC Museum 
Show, please contact me: Tom Rostkowski, at (505) 771-3838 or tomrostkow@aol.com.  I look 
forward to talking to you about the show and other Buick events. 

 
Four Roadrunner members have volunteered to assist at the NMCCC Show: Tom and Dee 
Patterson, Jo Johnson and Tom Rostkowski.  Look for us out on the show field if you need 
assistance. 
 
The NMCOCC Web Site has the Roadrunner Buick Chapter on it with Tom Rostkowski as the 
contact.  Also, the Roadrunner Buick Chapter is posted in the Car Directory of the Southwest 
Motor Enthusiast News (swmenews@yahoo.com) 
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STOPPING IS A GOOD THING 

All of us with an “old” car can relate to the troubles I had with a simple brake shoe 
replacement on my 1962 Buick.  Prior to beginning work on the brakes, I had noticed that the 
pedal travel was increasing.  What sealed the need to make repairs was when I had to make an 
emergency stop and one wheel locked while the others did not.  There were also issues with the 
brake lights. 
 Up went the car onto jack stands and off came the wheels and drums.  Here was a bit of 
good news, there were no scratches in the drums and it appeared that the drums had not been 
turned before (the car only has 47,000 miles, so this is entirely possible).  That was the last of the 

good news.  I immediately found that both rear wheel cylinders were 
severely corroded and, if they were working, it was only a token 
amount.  I found both front wheel cylinders corroded, but they at least 
appeared like they were functioning.  Now I have new wheel cylinders 
and flexible hoses all around.  All of these parts are available and 
correct from NAPA, but we did have to send one brake hose back 
because the wrong part got put into one of the boxes. 
 Shoes actually ended up being the biggest problem.  Again, 
the shoes are available through NAPA, but the thickness of the shoe 
was slightly off.  When I installed the shoes and put the drums back 

on, the wheels would not turn; yes, I did set the 
expander to its smallest setting.  I called Old Car 
Garage to find out how they deal with this type of 
problem and they recommended that I call Lewis 
Brake and Clutch.  Lewis Brake and Clutch 
resurfaced the original shoes to the proper size and 
resurfaced the drums.  I did not want to resurface the 
drums as they had a good smooth surface, but the 
man who had more experience than I said that it 
needed to be done.  Resurfacing aside from knocking 
down ridges also gives the proper taper and 
roundness inside the drum, both of which help 
improve braking performance.  While resurfacing the drums, LBC also cleaned out the hubs on 
the front drums.  Normally, they would clean the drums in a chemical cleaner but the aluminum 
drums are not compatible with the cleaner so mine were cleaned by hand.   
 While the shoes and drums were being repaired, I cleaned up the master cylinder and 
changed the brake light switch.  I removed all of the old fluid from the reservoir and cleaned the 
reservoir with fresh brake fluid.  Finally, I purged the brake lines with clean brake fluid so that 
there was fresh fluid through the lines to each wheel cylinder.  All fluid in the system is now 
clear. 

Once the shoes and drums came back from LBC, reassembly was actually quick and 
easy.  Bleeding and adjusting was done according to the Buick service manual and no issues were 
found.  Road testing shows no pull when hard braking is applied and the brake lights function, as 
they should.  The biggest thing that I learned was to get a factory manual to help you with set-up.   
Adjusting the brakes on my 62 was not straightforward and I needed the manual to do it properly.  
Not all parts are created equal.  The brake shoes from NAPA were supposed to be replacement 
parts and they were not.  I would also recommend that you be prepared to replace all rubber hoses 
and wheel cylinders.         Jo Johnson, Assistant Director   


