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The next Chapter Meeting will be held Saturday, August 23, 2008, at the Placitas 
Fire Station, at 10:00 AM.  See more information in newsletter. 

 
CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES FROM APRIL 20, 2008 

The Spring Kick-Off meeting of the Roadrunner Buicks Chapter was held 
Sunday, April 20, 2008, in conjunction with the Annual B-O-P show at Quality Pontiac, 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  Chapter Director, Tom Rostkowski, called the meeting to 
order midmorning.  There were 15 members and 1 guest present.  First  on the agenda 
was the introduction of Rob Bogard, a Buick enthusiast, who is interested in joining our 
Chapter. Next was approval of the September 29, 2007, minutes.  Russ Dent discussed 
the Chapter Web site as Agenda Item 3.  Our web address is nmbuicks.org.  Tom thanked 
Russ for all his hard work on the web site and stated how good it looks.  Item 4 pertained 
to the 100 year anniversary of GM.  Charlie Mann said that the local dealers hadn’t heard 
anything from GM and didn’t have anything planned as a celebration.  Next Chapter dues 
were again clarified.  Tom advised that there is a “one time” dues of $12.00 for new 
members.  If the Chapter needs more money than what the treasury has, we will pass the 
hat.  Along with dues, discussion was held on articles for the newsletter and how often 
the newsletter should be published.  Consensus was that the newsletter should be 
published quarterly, with the next newsletter due in July. (Well, it is just a smidge past 
July!) All members were encouraged to submit articles to Inez for publication in the 
ROADRUNNER SPECIAL. Next on the agenda was scheduling the next Chapter 
breakfast.  It will be Saturday, June 21, 2008, at Vic’s Daily Café, at 8:30 AM.  Item 7 
on the agenda was the Park ‘n the Park Show scheduled for April 26th in Rio Rancho.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECRETARY:  Inez Garland, 3101 Knudsen, Farmington, NM  87401  (505) 327-6887 
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The show was full as of March 1st.  A few of the members indicated they were planning 
to attend.  Tom then announced several other events that were coming up.  They included 
the Route 66 Rodders Swap Meet on May 4th at UNM and the NMCOCC Museum Car 
Show on May 18th at the Albuquerque Museum.  If any members would like to volunteer 
to help at the Museum Show, Tom said to contact Joyce Clements.  The final item on the 
agenda was discussion on the 2009 Buick Nationals to be held in Colorado Springs in 
July 2009.  Ben Garland reported on the planning meeting held April 27, 2008, in 
Colorado Springs.  He reported that Frank Lyle, Meet Chairman, handed out a schedule 
of planned tours for review.  Ben reported that he had stopped to look at the swap meet 
area before the meeting to get a better understanding of what our Chapter had to work 
with.  He plans to have a sketch of the swap area ready for the next planning meeting.  
Frank will be in Flint at the 2008 BCA Nationals to represent Pikes Peak and the 2009 
Nationals.  Pikes Peak Chapter is working with Hagerty Insurance to see if they will 
sponsor the Judges Breakfast.  They are to make a decision toward the end of 2008.  The 
Meet photographer, Regis Bournart, was introduced.  Claudia Lingg is handling the 
printing of T-Shirts, etc.  Discussion was held on the number of colors to print.  It was 
decided to offer two colors on the registration form.  There will be four areas around the 
meet that will be selling the shirts and other printed items.  A brief discussion was held 
on the judges and what the committee needs to do for them.  Also discussed was what the 
registration fee should be.  The registration fee pays for many of the event costs including 
the car photo, safety inspection, plaque and medallion, the judge’s breakfast and the 
commemorative license plate.  BCA President Darrow suggested $50.00.  Frank passed 
around the plaque that he would like to use for the awards.  He will be taking it to Flint 
for the BCA Board to see and give approval to use it.  Next discussed was the hospitality 
room.  The hospitality room will be hosted by the Rocky Mountain Chapter on July 1; 
Roadrunner Buicks on July 2; Mile High Chapter on July 3; and Pikes Peak Chapter on 
July 4.  Nominally, the hours will be 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM; however, each Chapter can 
set their own hours as long as they are more than the 10-6.  Each Chapter is responsible 
for the cost of what they serve and they can serve whatever they choose.  There is a 
kitchen available to get the food/snacks prepared.  It was voted not to provide alcohol in 
the hospitality room.   The final item discussed was registration.   Mile High Chapter will 
handle registration and has asked for additional volunteers.  It is expected that 8 people 
need to work at a time for the first two days.  Other area clubs have volunteered to help 
including providing security for the show and swap areas.  Tom asked for a show of 
hands for the Chapter members that plan the volunteer at the meet.  The volunteers 
include Russ, Jack, Ben, Bill, Charlie, Duke, Priscilla, Bob, Steve, Darlene, Tom and 
Inez.  Dee and Tom volunteered to be floaters.  As it gets closer to time, Ben and Steve 
will work up a schedule for the volunteers to fill in the slots they want to work at the 
swap meet.  It was suggested our Chapter get matching hats or T-shirts to wear while 
working the swap meet and the hospitality room.  Inez and Darlene have volunteered to 
spearhead the hospitality room.  A schedule will also be prepared for members to 
volunteer to work in the hospitality room.  Because of the concern with hauling the 
food/snacks/drinks, it was discussed to purchase as much of the items as possible in 
Colorado Springs.  Jack Krietzburg offered to purchase the hospitality room stuff and get 



3 of 7  8/14/2008 
 

reimbursed from the swap meet profits.  He asked that an itemized list with prices be 
prepared for what we want to serve.  Tom suggested that the Chapter meet one evening 
for dinner while at the meet..  The meeting was wrapped up with new business.  Tom is 
putting together a summer meeting in Placitas.  He asked for some proposed dates; July 
19th and July 26th were suggested.  Dee announced that the Los Lunas Summerfest is on 
June 14th.  Duke announced that a cruise in at the Twisters on Highway 550 and Road 
313 is scheduled for Wednesdays- April thru October.  It begins at 5:00 PM.  Tom asked 
if we would be interested in a joint meeting in Raton or Las Vegas with the Colorado 
Chapters this summer.  The members thought that would be a great idea.  The meeting 
closed with Tom handing out door prizes to lucky members.  Thanks to Tom and Dee for 
providing the prizes.     
 

2008 COMING EVENTS: 
7/26 – Chapter Breakfast, Meeting, Tour.  Placitas, NM  (See info in newsletter) 
8/23 – 40th Mountain States Swap Meet, Adams County Fair Grounds, Brighton, CO 
           (303) 972-3575 
9/12-14 – 4th Annual Rocky Mountain Truck Show, Aztec, NM  (505) 333-6022 
9/20 – Collector Car Weekend, Farmington, NM  (505) 326-2227 
9/26-28 - NMCCC Annual Swap Meet – Los Lunas - Mark your calendars. 
   

 
FROM THE CHAPTER DIRECTOR’S DESK - Tom Rostkowski B CA 14033 
 
Monday, April 21, 2008  

I had a wonderful day with all our club members who attended the 25th Annual 
BOPC Show in Albuquerque on April 20th.  The weather was great and we were able to 
have our Chapter Meeting in the Quality Pontiac, GMC and Buick Dealership.  I want to 
thank everyone who came out, even our members who brought other than Buicks to the 
show.   
  We were fortunate to have members from Las Cruces (Russ Dent), Santa Fe Jack 
Krietzburg, Farmington Ben & Inez Garland, and Durango Steve and Darlene Wylie.  In 
addition, we had inquires by three potential new BCA members, too.  
  Our Buicks showed very well; out of 28 possible awards, our Roadrunner Buicks 
Chapter members received 8 awards, including the "Dealers Choice Award" for a 1958 
Century; a non-club member with a Reatta received an award, too.  
  These are the award winners from the Roadrunner Buicks Chapter for the April 
20th BOPC Show: 

Duke and Priscilla McCracken (39 Special);  Bill Sullivan (27 Brougham Sedan); 
Jack Krietzburg (50 Sedanette); Tom Rostkowski (58 Century);  Bob Jones (58 
Super); Pat Chiusano (69 Rivera); Tom & Dee Patterson (76 Coupe); Tom 
Rostkowski (58 Century) Dealer’s Choice Award.  
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Our next get together (Breakfast) is scheduled for June 21, 2008 at 8:30 AM at 
Vic's Daily Cafe on Osuna , west of I-25 a little over a mile on the south side of Osuna.  I 
hope many of you can join us. 
  
July 26, 2008 
Olla, Roadrunner Buicks of New Mexico, 
  I’m setting up a Club Breakfast, Meeting and Tour (Jemez Springs Area with a 
stop at a restaurant for lunch) for Saturday, August 23, 2008, so mark your calendars. 
You can attend all, or part, of the days’ activities.  Here’s the itinerary:  
 
Date: August 23, 2008 
9:00AM – A&E Café, Placitas  (Exit 242, I-25 East to Placitas 2 ½ miles, look for 
shopping center with store called Merc.  Stay right, the A&E café is last store on the 
right.) 
10:00AM – Placitas Fire Station Building (Exit 242, I-25 East to Placitas, 4 ½ miles on 
the left going East, greenish structure with flag.) Business Meeting and Fire Engine tour. 
We will cover 2009 BCA National update, next meeting, suggestions, tour stops, etc.  
12:00PM – Tour leaves Fire Station for Jemez Springs and lunch stop orchestrated by 
Duke McCracken.  Places of possible interest: Gilman Caves, Ponderosa Winery, Jemez 
River pull offs, etc. 

I’d like you to notify me by August 16, 2008, if you are attending breakfast so I 
can have tables reserved!  Tom Rostkowski, tomrostkow@aol.com or 505-771-3838.  
Hope to see all. 
  

  
PROVERB: 
 
GOD, grant me the senility to forget the people I never really liked anyway, the good 
fortune to run into the ones I do like, and the eyesight to tell the difference. 
 
IRISH VERSION: 
 
Let those that love us, love us, and those that don’t love us, may God turn their hearts; 
and if He doesn’t turn their hearts, may He turn their ankles, so that we may know them 
by their limping. 
 

 
 

2009 BCA National Show Chairman Frank Lyle     
buickranch58@msn.com          719-659-9308 

5715 Sayres Road      Colorado Springs  CO 80927-9618 
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ROADRUNNER SALE-A-THON 
 

FOR SALE – 1940 Buick Special straight 8 (248ci).  3 speed trans.  New glass, window 
                        seals, nice interior.  WW tires.  $8,500.  Contact Mrs. Chambers (505) 
                        334-9488. 
FOR SALE – 1930 Ford Model A Sedan.  Rolling frame, engine, trans.  Engine turn 
                        freely.  No body.  $1,200.00.  Contact George Nobriga (970) 883-5346. 
FOR SALE -  1955 Chevy Bel Air.  Newly restored.  A real looker.  Contact Pat (505) 
                        325-3939 or (505) 860-3428. 

Buick Special.  Ken and Sharon FOR SALE -  1955 
Perrone “have been thinking of selling our Buick. I 
would like very much if someone in the club were 
interested since I would know it would stay as 
close to original as possible.”  Contact Ken and 
Sharon at perrone1@comcast.net  or call 
505-524-5710. 
 
FOR SALE – 1970 Buick Electra 225 Custom 
                        Convertible.  455 engine, automatic, power everything, new paint.  
                        Contact Steve (970) 247-8761. 
 

 
 

 
ROADRUNNER WANT-A-THON 

Per email to Tom from Tracy Bovay, sent May 26, 2008 
 
I was wondering if you or anyone in your club may know of anyone who purchased a 
maroon 54 Buick special 4 dr aprox 2 years ago.  The car was sold by Richard Goesling 
(my father) in the south valley off of Pajarito rd.  The Car was in good condition, has a 3 
on the tree, and needed a small amount of bondo work above both headlights.  This car 
was a birthday gift to me from my father, and due to a divorce, I signed the title over to 
him....  my father has since died, and I am desperately searching for the car in the hopes 
of purchasing it back as it was the last birthday gift I received from him, and it has a huge 
amount of sentimental value to me...  any help or information you could possibly give 
would be greatly appreciated!!! 
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THE WILDCAT LEGEND 
(Borrowed from Don Mayton; Zeeland, Michigan; OLD CAR WEEKLY, August 2007) 
 
So how does the World War II, GM”s Design Center, camouflage, and a car’s name get 
linked together?  In reading through a January 1954 interview taken by Detroiter Stanley 
H. Brams with Harley Earl, I realized some strange links occurred. 
 
So what does Harley Earl do with a bunch of car designers at the beginning of World 
War II?  Harley, on his own, immediately had them started designing camouflage.  They 
made hundreds of designs using camouflage to hid towns, weapons, seaports, etc, etc.  
Then they had scale cities built with the camouflage they had designed.  They also used 
photography to see if their designs hid the object they were trying to hide.  Once they had 
everything perfected, Harley invited in the Army.   
 
They were so impressed that the General in charge stated:  “I want the Army officers at 
each door of this building until we decide what we’re going to do.  I don’t want anybody 
to come in or out of this place.  I want to lock it up!” 
 
At the same time, other GM designers were designing a tank destroyer called a Wildcat.  
Once the Army approved the design, they assigned the construction of this tank destroyer 
to Buick Motor Division.  You can read about this in the Buick book, “THE BUICK – a 
Complete History” (authors Terry B. Dunham and Lawrence R. Gusting), in Chapter 13 
titled “Buick Turns to War”. 
 
Now, quoting from the interview with Harley, is the 
rest of the story:  “So I (Harley) got a call from 
General Bruce’s colonel…can’t thing of his 
name; an awful nice fellow…said the colonel 
wants you fellows, now that you’ve designed that (tank 
destroyer), to design the armband for the Army 
division using the tank.  And I said, Well, can you give us a 
lead?  He said, “Yes, we’re supposed to crush the tank!”  
And so I brought some of our smart designers…creative 
designers…. up and told them, and they came up 
with a panther crushing a tank in its mouth.  That 
arm band is the one that’s on that division; that 
activity.”   
 
One of our Church members is retired from 
the Army reserves and he collects Army 
memorabilia including these arm bands.  I stopped 
at his house and told him the above story and he 
produced the first of these arm bands and with 
several other iterations of them.  A sample arm 
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band is shown in the upper photo, and the lower photograph is from a 1968 Buick 
Wildcat wheel center.  It would be interesting to find the history of many of our car’s 
model names. 
 
(This article was of special interest to Roadrunner Buicks Chapter member, Ben Garland, 
as this was the Army division in which his father served.  Ben has his father’s patch of 
the panther crushing the tank.)       
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