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Tom Rostkowski, Chapter President, is tentatively planning our next meeting for 

March 14, 2009, at the Placitas Fire Station.  Jo Johnson will email information as it 
becomes available.  Also, a note will be mailed to members not on the email list! 

 
FROM THE CHAPTER DIRECTOR’S DESK - Tom Rostkowski B CA 14033 
 
Happy 2009 to all Roadrunner Buicks of New Mexico Club members! 
 
Well, it’s official!  The 2009 
Roadrunner Buicks of New Mexico 
season has started!  We had a 
“Super” breakfast get together in 
Bernalillo at “The Range” 
restaurant on Saturday, January 
24th.  Nineteen Buickers attended; 
they were all smiling with 
anticipation of the upcoming Buick 
Club of America 2009 National in 
Colorado Springs July 1 thru 5.  It 
sure was great seeing and talking 
with everybody. 
 
The Buickers who traveled the farthest for this meeting are Bob Humphry and Adam 
Gulick from the Silver City area.  (Thanks Dee Patterson for calling them!) Well Done 
Gentlemen and Lady!   
 
I hope we will have even more members at the BOPC Show in Albuquerque date and 
location TBA and at the BCA National.  
 
Many happenings over the past year were shared and what’s on the horizon; besides the 
BCA National and Car Caravan there, our BOPC Show will be in early Spring and the 
NMCCC & Albuquerque Museum Show will be May 17th.   Watch for our News Updates 
and check the Club Website (www.nmbuicks.org). 
 
Our first official club outing was to the J & R Automobile Museum and Bookstore in Rio 
Rancho.  We saw many great automobiles; however; there were four Buicks that caught 
the Buicker’s eyes:  1912 Model 34 Gentleman Roadster, 1923 Model 55 Sport Touring, 
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1929 Model 27, 5P 4 Door Sedan and 1938 Model 60C, 5P 4 Door Convertible Sport 
Phaeton Century. It made me yearn for the National and all those Buicks. 
 
A bonus at the Museum was the celebration of Jo Johnson’s birthday. Jo’s wife, Carol, 
and daughter provided a wonderful German Chocolate Cake with car decorations.  I wish 
I had a photo of it, but the group cut into it so fast.  Anyway, a Happy Birthday wish to Jo 
and also his daughter who was going to celebrate hers a few days later.  Carol 
OUTSTANDING cake!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  
 
I hope to have a Late February meeting to discuss our BCA National commitments and 
plans.  Please feel free to bring any questions or ideas to the Late February meeting TBA.  
We also plan on having bi-monthly breakfasts that will be announced. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A TRIP TO THE MALL 
Dee Patterson took her dad to the mall the other day to buy some new shoes (he is 92).  
They decided to grab a bite at the food court. She noticed he was watching a teenager 
sitting next to him. The teenager had spiked hair in all different colors: green, red, 
orange, and blue. Dee’s dad kept staring at him. The teenager would look and find him 
staring every time.  When the teenager had had enough, he sarcastically asked, 'What's 
the matter old man, never done anything wild in your life?'  Dee, knowing her Dad, 
quickly swallowed her food so that she would not choke on his response, knowing he 
would have a good one, and, in classic style, he did not bat an eye in his response.  'Got 
drunk once, and had sex with a peacock. I was just wondering if you were my son.’ 
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2009 -COMING EVENTS: 
2/7 – Buick Club of America National Board Meeting, Crowne Plaza, Colorado Springs, 
         CO.  9:00 A.M. 
2/8 – 2009 BCA National Planning Committee Meeting, Colorado Springs, CO.  11:00 
         A.M. 
2/6-8 – Super Nationals at the NM Fairgrounds – www.thesupernationals.com ; Matt 
             (505) 294-7273 
3/14 – Tentative date for Roadrunner Buicks Chapter Meeting, Placitas Fire Station.  
           More information to follow. 
4/19 – BOPC Show, Albuquerque, NM.  More information to follow. 
4/24 – Park ‘n’ the Park, Rio Rancho, NM.  www.rioranchonm.org  Richard (505) 891 
           4737 or Ed (505) 994-4616 
4/24-26 – Moab Rod Run, Moab UT.   
5/9 – Gateway Museum Classic Auto Fest, Gateway, CO. 
5/10 – Route 66 Rodders Swap Meet, Albuquerque, NM. 
5/17 – NMCCC Museum Car Show, Albuquerque, NM.  oldcarnut1932@earthlink.net 
6/5-7 – Red River Classic Car Show, Red River, NM.  www.redrivernewmex.com or 
            (800) 348-6444 
6/19-20 – Durango Motor Expo Car Show, Main Street, Downtown Durango, CO.  Steve 
                 (970) 247-8761 
6/30–7/4 – BCA National Meet, Colorado Springs, CO.  2009 BCA National Show 
                  Chairman, Frank Lyle.  mr58buick@msn.com  (719) 659-9308 

 
 

 
FRESH FRUIT COBLER 

                                                                                         Inez Garland 
Use 9 x 9 pan – greased. 
 
Chop:  4 cups fresh fruit; place in bottom of pan. 
Cream: 3/4 sugar 

3 tablespoons of butter or margarine 
Add:  1/2 cup milk 
  1 cup flour 
  1 teaspoon baking powder 
  1/4 teaspoon salt; pour over fruit. 
Mix:  1 cup sugar 
  1 tablespoon corn starch; sprinkle over batter. 
  Pour 1 cup boiling water over all. 
Bake 1 hour at 375° 
(To make a 9 x 13 pan, I double everything except the sugar and corn starch to 
sprinkle over batter, unless the fruit is tart like apricots.) 
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ROADRUNNER SALE-A-THON 
 

FOR SALE – 1940 Buick Special straight 8 (248ci).  3 speed trans.  New glass, window 
                        seals, nice interior.  WW tires.  $8,500.  Contact Mrs. Chambers (505) 
                        334-9488. 

Buick Special.  Ken and Sharon FOR SALE -  1955 
Perrone “have been thinking of selling our Buick. I 
would like very much if someone in the club were 
interested since I would know it would stay as 
close to original as possible.”  Contact Ken and 
Sharon at perrone1@comcast.net   or call 
505-524-5710. 
 
 
FOR SALE:  Unfinished Street Rod – 1928 Model A Roadster Pickup.  $17,000.00.  
                       Call Ben Garland for information.  (505) 327-6887.   
FOR SALE:  1970 Buick Electra 225 Custom Convertible.  New paint.  Runs excellent.  
                       455/automatic.  Green/white top.  $15,000 OBO.  Will consider partial 
                       trade.  Call Steve Wylie for information (970) 247-876l. 
FOR SALE:  1969 Cadillac Convertible.  472/automatic.  $7,000.00.  Call Justin Wylie 
                       for information (970) 554-0516. 
FOR SALE:  1954 Chevy Pickup. 1/2 ton.  $1,500.00.  Call Justin Wylie for information 
                       (970) 554-0516. 
FOR SALE:  1928 LaSalle.  Needs restored.  Call Justin Wylie for information (970) 
                       554-0516 
FOR SALE:  1966 Dodge Charger.  PS/PB/Auto/Factory Air.  White with light green 
                        interior.  Looks and runs great! $12,000.00. Bob Inskeep (505) 325-2280 
                        or cell (505) 486-3951 
 

 
 
 
 
BELATED WELCOME TO NEW CHAPTER MEMBERS NICK AND 
ASIMINA MANOLE AND NEIL COLELLA AND TRISHA LUDLUM!!   
We look forward to meeting you and sharing our enthusiasm for collectible 
vehicles, especially BUICKS! 
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50 Years of Buick Comparing 
1908 Model 10 Runabout verses 1958 Century 2 Door Hardtop 

By Tom Rostkowski, BCA #14033, Roadrunner Buicks of New Mexico 
 

Having been fortunate to have owned a 1908 Model 10 Runabout (#1710) and a 
1958 Buick Century, I thought it would be fun to compare ‘08 and ‘58 information and 
technologies for the 100 year anniversary of General Motors.  Let’s take a short detour to 
compare owner’s manual and warranty statements.   

The Model 10 “Instructions for Operating and Maintaining” book notes: the 1908, 
“We (Buick as part of GM) have found by experience, for instance, that a man who is a 
first-class horseman is generally a  
first-class driver of an automobile. 
Let us put it another way. The man 
who shows mercy to his beast will 
show mercy to his automobile.”  
The 1958 Owners Manual notes; 
“In quality and design they have 
built into them the accumulated 
experience and skill of our workers 
plus the technical advances which 
have come from the inquiring minds 
of our engineers, research men and 
other technicians.” 

Now let’s compare 
Manufacturer’s Warranty: the 1908, “We warrant the motor vehicles manufactured by us 
(Buick) for ninety days after the date of shipment. We make no warranty whatever in 
respect to tires, rims, radiators, coils, batteries or parts not manufactured by us (lamps, 
carbide generator).”  The 1958, “This warranty being limited to making good at its 
factory any parts, within ninety days after delivery or before being driven 4,ooo miles.  
The manufacturer warranties each new vehicle, including all equipment and accessories 
except (tires) supplied by the manufacturer.”    

After reading the above paragraphs: give some thought to social evolution, 
warranty commitments and general feelings from our 2008 (100 years) viewing point!  

Now, about technology comparisons:  
  1908      1958 
Engines:   4 Cylinders   8 Cylinders       

    165.6 CIs   364 CIs                          
        18 HP   300 HP 
Valves-In-Head  Valves-In-Head    
Updraft Schebler 1 Barrel Rochester  Mod. 4GC 

 Oiler    Oil Pump 
 
 
Transmission: 2 Pedal(Forward- Variable Pitch Dynaflow 2 Turbine 
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 Reverse) Lever High Speed  Torque Converter 
 
Electrical:  6 volt DC     12 volt DC Electric         

A&B Batteries   1 12volt Battery 
Generator(Carbide)   Delco Remy Electric Generator    
Head Lamps Carbide  Individual Electric Bulb  
Kerosene Coach Lamps Parking Lights Electric Bulb   
Single Tail Kerosene Lamp Vertical Electric Tail, Backup & Stop Lights 

 Turn Signal Driver’s Arm Turn Signal Steering Column Lever 
  Single Horn Bulb (Squeeze) Dual Horn Steering Wheel Ring Electric 
 
Body:  Steering Wheel Right side Steering Wheel Left Side 
 No Windshield/No Doors Wrap Around Glass/Doors 
  
A Driving Comparison: 

The 1908 Buick required: Setting the timer (retard) and gas (half way) steering 
column levers, putting the key in the coil box (for Battery), turning the gas valve lever to 
on and then cranking to start. The 58 required; putting the key into the ignition switch 
turning to ON and depressing the accelerator pedal a quarter of the way down.  

Driving the 1908 required depressing the forward pedal and shifting into high 
gear from the right side of the automobile while adjusting the timer and gas levers at the 
same time. The 1958 required: pressing down on the accelerator and turning on the 
Marconi (radio) and steering from the left side (I believe, Buick moved the steering 
wheel to the left side with the 1914 models).   

How would I compare the rides; the 1908 much like “Mr. Toads Wild Ride” with 
the need for both hands and feet at one time adjusting levers and pedals and the bouncing 
of one half and full elliptical spring suspension (no snubbers) on the 88 inch wheel base 
and pneumatic 30” X 3” tires with tube.  The 1958, floats like a cloud with those shock 
absorbers and coil springs on the 122 inch wheel base and wide whitewall 7.60” X 15” 
tires, tubeless. 
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Price:  1908       1958 
 $950 with Mother-In-Law   $3,368 Century 2 Dr. Hardtop 

seat     Price estimate from 
www.auto.howstuffworks.com/1957-1958-
buick6.htm      

 
Using www.measuringworth.com and associating with the Consumer Price Index 

for 1908 of $950 and for 1958 the CPI result was $3,080.04 so, Buick pricing was pretty 
good from a comparative perspective.  I guess; we can say, options raised the total 1958 
price?! 

I can only say, I enjoyed driving both automobiles of Buick and really appreciate 
the advancements in technology, as I get older.  Indecently, Buick currently owns the 
1908 and has shown it at National shows.  Hope you get a chance to see it. 
 
*1908 Buick Photos by Bruce Ukockis    
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__________CHAPTER OFFICERS________ 
 

Chapter Director:    Tom Rostkowski 
       (505) 771-3838 
       tomrostkow@aol.com  
 

Assistant Chapter Director:   Jo Johnson 
       (505) 896-0771 
       jo.b.johnson@intel.com  
 

Secretary/Treasurer:    Inez Garland 
       (505) 327-6887           
       igarland6887@msn.com  
 

 Newsletter Editor                                           Inez Garland 
       (505) 327-6887           
       igarland6887@msn.com  
 
 


